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for once, finally, finally, finally, fi-
nally, finally takes our oceans and 
coasts seriously. 

I get that we are terrestrial mam-
mals, but a lot of us care for our 
coasts, a lot of us care for our seas, a 
lot of our economies are dependent on 
our oceans, and the health of the plan-
et is dependent on the cooling and on 
the oxygen that oceans provide. So we 
mess around with our oceans at our 
peril. 

I hope that the Biden administration 
will take climate change as deadly se-
rious as it needs to be taken and that 
it will step up a significant step from 
the degree of attention climate change 
got in the Obama administration. 

We have to recognize the danger to 
our future if we remain negligent—it is 
that simple. And we have to make sure 
we free ourselves from the thrall of the 
fossil fuel industry’s climate denial 
machine because the fossil fuel indus-
try does not want what is best for 
America, does not want what is best 
for people, does not want what is best 
for oceans and the environment; it 
wants what is best for its profits, pe-
riod, and end of story. 

So we really, really, really, under the 
Biden administration, need a serious 
climate bill to safeguard the oceans on 
the only planet that we call home. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak as if in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise 

today to unfortunately look back with 
sadness on the deadly toll of COVID–19 
this year. I will focus my remarks on 
my home State of Pennsylvania, but of 
course the stories that I will relate 
about individuals we lost—of course 
many of them could be told in so many 
other States. 

As of today, the middle of today, 
there have been some 301,264 deaths in 
the United States due to COVID–19, in-
cluding 12,890—12,890—deaths in Penn-
sylvania. While I wish I could recognize 
and honor the memories of each of 
those individuals, that recognition, of 
course, would take longer than I have 
time set aside on the floor to speak, so 
instead I will share the stories of just 
5 Pennsylvanians who have lost their 
lives to this terrible disease—5 stories, 
5 families, from one corner of our State 
to the other, east to west, throughout 
our 67 counties. 

REMEMBERING WALTER RASICH 
The first person I will talk about is 

Walter Rasich. Walter moved into 
Whitehall Manor, which is a long-term 
care facility in Whitehall, PA. That is 
in Lehigh County, which is on the east-
ern border of our State, on the border 
just next to New Jersey, the so-called 
Lehigh Valley. 

Walter moved into that long-term 
care facility in October of 2019. Wal-

ter’s son Andy shared his story with 
my office. 

Walter Rasich was a widower, and he 
has two sons and two daughters. He 
was a beloved grandfather to eight and 
a great-grandfather to seven. He was 
also an avid toy collector of Matchbox 
cars. Some of Walter’s pastimes were 
working in the garage, hunting and 
fishing with his children, and also 
being with his grandchildren and his 
great-grandchildren. 

Walter retired after 42 years, working 
as an electrical inspector for the steel 
industry. 

Walter’s nursing home locked down 
when the pandemic hit, and his family, 
like so many American families, was 
no longer allowed to visit. On April 20, 
2020—that was a Monday—his son re-
ceived a call that his father was going 
to the hospital with a fever of 102. Wal-
ter’s family learned that Walter had 
passed away on April 24, just 4 days 
later—Thursday, April 24, 2020. He was 
86 years old. They learned that he was 
the third resident of his nursing home 
to die of COVID–19. 

So we express our condolences to 
Walter’s family. 

REMEMBERING KARIN PORTER 
Karin Porter of Philadelphia spent 35 

years as an investigator for the Federal 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, which many know as the 
EEOC. As many people know, the 
EEOC is responsible for enforcing Fed-
eral anti-discrimination laws in the 
workplace and protecting workers and 
job applicants who have faced discrimi-
nation. 

Karin was from Philadelphia, as I 
mentioned, and she raised her grand-
daughter Krystin. According to 
Krystin, Karin loved to travel. She 
loved to swim and to dance, and she 
was an avid shopper. Everyone loved 
Karin, and she was always the life of 
the party. 

Karin got sick with COVID–19 right 
after her 69th birthday and died in 
April of this year. 

In remembering her grandmother, 
Krystin said: ‘‘To know her, was to 
love her.’’ Like so many families, as 
well, Karin’s death was very sudden, 
and like too many others this year, all 
across our State and across the coun-
try, she has left behind a family in 
grief as they endure her passing. 

So we send our sympathies and con-
dolences to Karin Porter’s family. 

REMEMBERING ALLAN COHEN 
Third, we go from one end of our 

State to the other, from Philadelphia 
all the way to Pittsburgh, to talk 
about a third Pennsylvanian. This indi-
vidual’s name was Allan Cohen. 

Allan Cohen was a civil rights leader 
and advocate from Pittsburgh. He was 
93 years old when he passed away on 
July 31 of this year. 

Allan spent his life fighting for jus-
tice. As a young adult, he traveled to 
Mississippi to help Black voters to reg-
ister to vote. He was here in Wash-
ington to hear the Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s famous ‘‘I Have a 

Dream’’ speech in 1963, part of the 
great March on Washington that year. 

Allan was a lawyer. He went to the 
University of Pittsburgh, both for his 
undergraduate degree as well as for his 
law degree. He specialized in ‘‘fighting 
for the underdog,’’ as his son Norman 
said in Allan’s obituary, taking on per-
sonal injury cases for blue-collar work-
ers, just by way of one example. 

He was also a dedicated family man. 
Allan Cohen and his wife Lois were 
married for 66 years. They raised two 
sons. Allan’s wife Lois contracted 
COVID–19 and has been fortunate to re-
cover. Their family describes this cou-
ple as ‘‘the perfect match.’’ 

In retirement, Allan liked to audit 
classes at the University of Pittsburgh, 
his alma mater. He also liked to gar-
den. His son Norm recalled ‘‘the best 
vacations’’ as a child, including a 
cross-country road trip. Once Norm 
and his brother Lawrence were grown 
up, they would take their father Allan 
and their mom Lois on vacations, in-
stead, I guess as a way to return the 
favor for those vacations when they 
were young. 

Allan’s family remembers him, of 
course, as a civil rights advocate and a 
skilled orator who loved to travel. In 
the words of his granddaughter Molly, 
as quoted in his obituary, ‘‘What I ad-
mire most about my grandpa was his 
integrity and how he always made 
things light and fun.’’ Molly went on to 
say: ‘‘When things in the world are un-
just, Grandpa always speaks up and 
does what he can to make a dif-
ference.’’ 

In addition to his wife, sons, and 
granddaughter Molly, Allan left behind 
seven other grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. So we are thinking 
today of Allan Cohen’s family and offer 
our condolences and sympathies. 

REMEMBERING DR. VICTOR RIVERA 
Now we go back to the eastern side of 

the State, to Bucks County, PA, to 
talk about Dr. Victor Rivera, who was 
a retired pediatrician from Langhorne, 
which is in Bucks County, of course, 
just north of Philadelphia, very close 
to the New Jersey border as well. 

Dr. Rivera practiced medicine for 
over 40 years, treating thousands of 
local children. He volunteered for med-
ical missions and cared for children 
abroad. He leaves behind a loving fam-
ily—his wife Mila, four children, and 
extended family all around the world. 

Dr. Rivera was fondly remembered by 
his community after he died from 
COVID–19 complications in April of 
this year. They described Dr. Rivera as 
a father figure, someone dedicated to 
his patients but also his staff, who con-
nected with his patients—in the words 
of one person, ‘‘a kind, gentle soul.’’ 

In some cases, Dr. Rivera treated 
multiple generations of the same fam-
ily. When his patients grew up, they 
brought their own children back to his 
care. 

Many commented on his big heart, 
his warm smile, and his ‘‘magical’’ 
singing voice. Even when he was hos-
pitalized for COVID–19, Dr. Rivera was 
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